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PISA’s definition of global competence



PISA’s definition of global competence

Effectively combining knowledge 

and critical reasoning to establish an 

informed opinion



PISA’s definition of global competence

Recognising that perspectives and 

behaviours – including one’s own –

are inherently shaped by various 

influences and concepts of reality



PISA’s definition of global competence

Understanding the cultural norms of 

different contexts and adapting 

behaviour and communication 

accordingly



PISA’s definition of global competence

Being ready and willing to take 

informed, reflective action to improve 

living conditions in one’s own 

communities and beyond.



Performance on the global competence test
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Korea   509
Russia   480

Kazakhstan   408
Brunei Darussalam   429

Albania   427
Lithuania   489
Thailand   423

Philippines   371
Latvia   497
Chile   466

Serbia   463
Indonesia   408

Overall average   474
Chinese Taipei   527

Hong Kong (China)   542
Slovak Republic   486

Malta   479
Morocco   402

Costa Rica   456
Croatia   506
Greece   488

Panama   413
Singapore   576

Israel   496
Spain   512

Scotland (United Kingdom)   534
Canada   554

Colombia   457

Score-point difference between actual and expected
performance in global competence (based on reading, math and science)

Score-point Mean 

Score



0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Respect for
people from

other cultures

Attitudes
towards

immigrants

Cognitive
adaptability

Self-efficacy
regarding global

issues

Awareness of
global issues

Perspective
taking

Interest in
learning about
other cultures

Agency regarding
global issues

Awareness of
intercultural

communication

S
c

o
re

-p
o

in
t 

d
if

fe
re

n
c

e

Score-point difference associated with a one-unit increase in the indices of students' attitudes and dispositions

Students’ attitudes and dispositions predict performance in global competence

Fig VI.6.10

Before accounting for gender, immigrant background, and students' and schools' socio-demographic profile

After accounting for gender, immigrant background, and students' and schools' socio-demographic profile

Overall average



Students examining local, global 
and intercultural issues



0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Global health
(e.g. epidemics)

International conflicts

Hunger or malnutrition in different parts of the world

Causes of poverty

Climate change and global warming

Migration
(movement of people)

Equality between men and women in different parts of the world

Percentage of students who responded they know about the following topics or are very familiar with them:

Students' awareness of global issues

Fig VI.2.1a
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0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Establish a connection between prices of textiles and working
conditions in the countries of production

Explain how economic crises in single countries affect the global
economy

Explain how carbon-dioxide emissions affect global climate change

Discuss the consequences of economic development on the
environment

Explain why some countries suffer more from global climate change
than others

Discuss the different reasons why people become refugees

Students who reported doing these tasks easily or with some effort

Germany

Students' self-efficacy regarding global issues

Fig VI.2.7



Understanding and appreciating the 
perspectives and worldviews of others



0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

"I can adapt easily to a new culture"

"I can adapt to different situations
even when under stress or pressure"

"I am capable of overcoming my
difficulties in interacting with
people from other cultures"

"When encountering difficult
situations with other people, I can

think of a way to resolve the situation"

"I can deal with unusual situations"

"I can change my behaviour to meet
the needs of new situations"

Percentage of students who reported the following statements describe them well or very well:

Germany

Cognitive adaptability

Fig VI.3.7a
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Fig VI.3.7

Higher values in the index indicate 

higher cognitive adabtability



0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

"I want to learn more about the religions of the world"

"I am interested in finding out about the traditions of other cultures"

"I am interested in how people from various cultures see the world"

"I want to learn how people live in different countries"

Percentage of students who reported the following statements describe them well or very well:

Germany

Students’ interest in learning about other cultures

Fig VI.3.3a



-0,4

-0,3

-0,2

-0,1

0,0

0,1

0,2

0,3

0,4

0,5

0,6

0,7

T
u

rk
e
y
 0

,8
8

A
lb

a
n

ia
 0

,8
2

K
o
s
o

v
o

 0
,8

1
D

o
m

in
ic

a
n
 R

e
p

u
b

lic
 1

,0
2

P
h
ili

p
p
in

e
s
 0

,8
5

J
o

rd
a
n

 0
,9

4
B

o
s
n

ia
 a

n
d
 H

e
rz

e
g

o
v
in

a
 1

,0
4

M
o

n
te

n
e
g

ro
 0

,9
9

P
a
n

a
m

a
 1

,0
0

C
o
s
ta

 R
ic

a
 0

,9
9

K
a
z
a

k
h

s
ta

n
 0

,9
9

M
e

x
ic

o
 1

,0
1

M
o

ld
o
v
a

 0
,8

6
P

e
ru

 0
,9

1
B

ru
n
e

i 
D

a
ru

s
s
a
la

m
 0

,8
7

B
ra

z
il 

1
,0

3
B

a
k
u

 (
A

z
e
rb

a
ija

n
) 

1
,0

8
S

in
g
a

p
o

re
 0

,9
4

S
p
a

in
 1

,0
2

M
a

la
y
s
ia

 0
,8

6
M

o
ro

c
c
o
 0

,9
8

U
ru

g
u
a

y
 1

,0
2

S
a
u

d
i 
A

ra
b

ia
 0

,9
3

P
o
rt

u
g

a
l 
0

,9
3

N
o
rt

h
 M

a
c
e

d
o
n

ia
 0

,9
1

C
o
lo

m
b

ia
 0

,8
8

B
e
la

ru
s
 1

,0
1

R
o
m

a
n
ia

 0
,8

7
L

it
h
u

a
n
ia

 1
,0

3
C

h
ile

 0
,9

7
A

rg
e
n

ti
n

a
 1

,0
0

S
e
rb

ia
 1

,0
2

C
h

in
e
s
e

 T
a
ip

e
i 
0

,8
6

F
ra

n
c
e
 1

,0
1

In
d

o
n
e

s
ia

 0
,7

3
P

o
la

n
d
 0

,9
6

M
a

lt
a

 0
,9

8
C

a
n
a

d
a
 1

,0
3

N
e
w

 Z
e

a
la

n
d
 0

,9
9

E
s
to

n
ia

 0
,9

6
L

a
tv

ia
 0

,9
6

M
a

c
a

o
 (

C
h

in
a

) 
0
,8

5
C

ro
a

ti
a
 1

,0
3

O
E

C
D

 a
v
e

ra
g

e
 0

,9
8

B
u
lg

a
ri
a

 1
,0

5
R

u
s
s
ia

 1
,0

6
A

u
s
tr

a
lia

 1
,0

1
G

re
e
c
e

 1
,0

1
Ic

e
la

n
d

 1
,0

7
S

lo
v
e
n

ia
 0

,9
5

V
ie

t 
N

a
m

 0
,7

9
Is

ra
e
l 
1

,0
6

Ir
e

la
n
d

 0
,9

8
S

w
it
z
e

rl
a

n
d

 0
,9

7
H

o
n
g

 K
o
n

g
 (

C
h
in

a
) 

0
,8

7
T

h
a
ila

n
d

 0
,7

3
U

k
ra

in
e

 0
,9

5
K

o
re

a
 0

,9
2

A
u
s
tr

ia
 1

,0
2

S
c
o
tl
a

n
d
 (

U
n
it
e

d
 K

in
g
d

o
m

) 
1

,0
1

G
e
rm

a
n
y
 0

,9
8

H
u
n
g

a
ry

 0
,9

2
It

a
ly

 0
,9

3
S

lo
v
a
k
 R

e
p
u

b
lic

 0
,9

8

M
e

a
n

 i
n

d
e

x

Standard Deviation

Students’ interest in learning about other cultures

Fig VI.3.3Higher values in the index indicate 

higher interest in learning about other 

cultures
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Fig VI.3.3

Immigrant - non-immigrant students
Immigrant students

have higher interest in learning 

about other cultures

Non-immigrant students

have higher interest in learning 

about other cultures

Differences between immigrant and non-immigrant students 

are only presented for countries and economies where more 

than 5% of students have an immigrant background.

After accounting for students' and 

schools' socio-economic profile
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Before accounting for students' and schools' socio-demographic profile

After accounting for students' and schools' socio-demographic profile

Index of parents' 

attitudes towards 

immigrants

Based on parents’ reports



Ability to engage in open, appropriate and 
effective communication across cultures
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Students who reported having contact with people from other countries at school

Fig VI.4.5
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Before accounting for students' and schools' socio-demographic profile

After accounting for students' and schools' socio-demographic profile

Socio-demographic status includes gender, 

immigrant status and student's and school's 

index of economic, social and cultural status



Student agency regarding global issues



0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

"I think my behaviour can impact
people in other countries"

"I can do something about the
problems of the world"

"It is right to boycott companies that
are known to provide poor

workplace conditions for their employees"

"When I see the poor conditions that
some people in the world live

under, I feel a responsibility to do something…

"I think of myself as a citizen of the
world"

"Looking after the global
environment is important to me"

Percentage of students who agreed or strongly agreed with the following statements:

Students’ agency regarding global issues

Fig VI.5.1a



Education for living 
in an interconnected world



0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

In our school, students learn about different cultural perspectives on historical
and social events

In our school, students learn about the cultures (e.g. beliefs, norms, values,
customs or arts) of diverse cultural groups that live in <country of test>

Our school supports activities that encourage students’ expression of diverse 
identities (e.g. national, religious, ethnic or social identities)

In our school, students learn about the histories of diverse cultural groups that
live in <country of test>

In our school, students learn about the histories of diverse  cultural groups that
live in other countries

Our school adopts different approaches to educate students about cultural
differences (e.g. teamwork, peer-to-peer learning, simulations, problem-based…

Our school organises multicultural events (e.g. cultural diversity day)

In our school, students are encouraged to communicate with people from other
cultures via web/Internet/social media

Our school offers an exchange programme with schools in other countries

In our school, we celebrate festivities from other cultures

%

Percentage of students whose school principal reported that the following statements reflect 
teachers’ practices for multicultural learning in their school:

Learning about other cultures at school

Fig VI.7.5

OECD average

Based on principals' reports
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In our school, we celebrate festivities from other cultures

Celebrations of cultural festivities

Fig VI.7.7

Based on principals' reports
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Our school offers an exchange programme with schools in other countries

Student exchanges

Fig VI.7.7

Based on principals' reports
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Fig VI.7.2
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The number of learning activities relates positively to students’ attitudes

Fig VI.7.3
Before accounting for gender, immigrant background, and students' and schools' socio-demographic profile

After accounting for gender, immigrant background, and students' and schools' socio-demographic profile
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